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ABSTRACT
Child abuse does not discriminate against a child because of age, sex, race, religion, or
socioeconomic background. Any child can fall victim to this sometimes a silent problem. I
will discuss the major types of child abuse in the following paragraphs. Every child is
Vulnerable to abuse. Parents today face the possibility that someone they know or don’t
know may hurt or take advantage of their child. Research indicates that as many as one out of
every four children will be the victims of some kind of abuse. Very young children as well as
older teenagers are victimized. Almost all of these children will be abused by someone they
know and trust; for example a relative, family friend or a caretaker. Maltreatment of children
is not a new phenomenon. Child abuse dates back to biblical times. During recent years the
public eye has become more focused on child maltreatment. There are many factors to child
maltreatment. There are four general categories of child maltreatment now recognized;
physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal abuse, neglect and emotional maltreatment. Each
category covers a large range of behavior.
Some causes of child abuse are the use of drugs, or alcohol abuse or an abuser was also
abused when they were younger. Another problem is that when an abused child grows up
they could join the next generations of child abusers. Child abuse can be prevented in a
number of ways such as counseling for the adults as well as the children. Another way is for
the school to educate the children about child abuse. Teachers should help children
understand what to do if someone abuses them. Tactics like telling an adult they trust and
coming forward when they see abuse could prevent continued abuse. In my opinion everyone
should try to prevent child abuse any way they can. Child abuse should never start because it
can ruin a child's life forever, and causes serious injuries to the child, whether this be physical
or emotional.
All 50 states(U.S.) have passed some form of a mandatory child abuse and neglect reporting
law in order to qualify for funding under the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
(CAPTA) (Jan. 1996 version) 42 U.S.C. 5101, et seq.. The Act was originally passed in 1974,
has been amended several times and was most recently amended and reauthorized on October
3, 1996, by the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment and Adoption Act Amendments of
1996 (P.L. 104-235).
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